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" Don't you know ? Longford sold out Ms interests
in 1915. People said at the time that he was a fool, for
halls did rattling good business during the War, when
audiences were easily pleased and only wanted to have
something to laugh at, in order to forget their troubles.
Longford, as it proved afterwards, seized the right mo-
ment to clear out. After the Armistice, his successors had
to go to a devil of a lot of expenditure to bring the halls up
to date, for Ralph's policy had always been to rake in the
profits, and spend the minimum on maintenance/*
" Is he as active as ever ? He must be getting on in
years," said Marie reflectively.
" Yes, that's true, but he looks marvellously young.
He's been one of the lucky ones, he has never had
relations to support, and has been able to spend his
money on himself, He specializes now in girl secretaries,
and changes them every few months, for he's terrified of
any one woman getting a hold over him. I've known
quite a bunch of pretty girls whoVe worked for him
since he settled in Sicily. He gives them a damned good
time while it ksts, but manages to have a better one
himself, I fancy."
" Ralph always knew how to look after himself," said
Marie a trifle bitterly.
<e He has turned author, and written some charmingly
care-free essays and reminiscences.     I'll lend you his
ktest volume if you like; it was very well reviewed."
" Thank you.    It's always pleasant to read the works
of friends."
So that was that. Marie took leave of Shrewsbury
feeling that a door had been slammed in her face. There
was no room in Longford's life for Marie Drayton, or
Damaris, the fallen star. Now Marie's only hope was
Cynthia. If Cynthia failed her, then Marie would go
back to the New Art Company, and remain as long as Boris
was willing to employ her.
The next day, Marie wrote to Cynthia and, in reply,